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Why it is important?

The integration of  faith and reason is a distinctive mark of 
a Catholic school/college. 

At its best it is a dialogue – a search for truth

Dialogue combines attention to one’s own identity with 
the understanding of others and respect for diversity. 

In this way, the Catholic school becomes “an educating 
community in which the human person can express 
themselves and grow in his or her humanity..’’



What are the challenges?
What are the opportunities?

• How do Catholic schools and colleges meet 
the needs of the students as well as the 
demands of the new inspection framework 
when developing a curriculum and 
assessment intent for KS5 RE? 

• Thinking Moves a metacognitive pedagogy, 
this approach could be used to help students 
engage with matters of faith and provide a 
methodology for assessment





Past

….‘the good school that secures 
the virtuous and edifying 
congregation’

Westminster province 
Synodical Letter – 1852



Present challenges – the make up 
of our students at KS5

• 207 schools with sixth 
forms in England with 
45,437 students – 65% of 
total

• Majority of schools have 
sixth forms with 100-300 
students

• 13 sixth form colleges in 
England with 28 353 
students – 35% total

• All but one have over 1, 000 
students

• 6 have over 2, 100

State funded secondaries –
59.6% Catholic

Sixth Form colleges – 28.6% 
Catholic

Pattern of belief – Catholic-other 
Christian – no religion – other 
religion

This varies significantly 
depending on the dioceses





Present challenges

• The diversity of 
our sixth forms

• The new RED 
Engagement in 
Core RE -
‘poverty of… 
incomprehension 

and mistrust’ 

• How to assess 
KS5 Core 
RE/inspection 
framework



Why is KS5 different?

It’s a time when they are working out who they 
are, what they believe and what they want to 
become

16-19 students have a much greater degree of 
autonomy and choice post 16



Challenges - The RED 

Diversity in the starting points, academic ability and 
experiences of the students

What Core RE should look like varies between different 
types of sixth form settings

Is it possible to write a KS5 model curriculum that will 
meet the needs of the different settings?



Opportunities - Subsidiarity

Article 2  - RED - Aims of 
religious education

to engage in respectful 
and fruitful dialogue with 
those whose worldviews 

differ from their own

to develop the critical 
faculties so to bring 

clarity to the relationship 
between faith and life, 

between faith and culture

to relate knowledge 
gained to their 

understanding of other 
subjects in the curriculum 



Challenges –
engagement 

in Core RE

• Growth in secularism and 
utilitarianism

• Apathy

• Reluctance and reticence 
from the students.

• Attendance

• Studying topics that are not 
relevant for their lives and 
experiences especially 
anything linked with 
theology and spirituality 



Opportunities - Engagement 

• Dialogue with those whose worldviews differ from 
their own

• To develop the critical faculties  to understand the 
relationship between faith and life, between faith 
and culture

• Relevance: To relate knowledge gained to their 
understanding of other subjects in the curriculum 

‘Reason enters into a dialogue with faith’



Assessment 
in Core RE 

KS5

1 lesson a week

Assess what and how

What is its purpose?

If we don’t assess will the 
students take it seriously?



Opportunities –
Inspection 
framework

Inspection framework 
states there is no need for 
a summative assessment

It references creative ways

It must be justified and 
able to be monitored



Notre Dame’s Curriculum Intent
• Philosophy, Theology and Ethics (PTE) provides our students with a high-

quality religious education that develops their knowledge and 
understanding of key issues involved in having a specific faith or worldview, 
or none at all.

• Credo, which is Latin for 'I believe’ is central to our approach.  Students will 
explore, evaluate, understand and reflect on their own and other 
worldviews.

• Students will develop three ways of knowing:
o 'Understand' - gain knowledge and understanding
o 'Discern': analyse and evaluate, judge wisely in response to different 

interpretations.
o 'Respond': reflecting with integrity on what has been learnt, considering the 

implications of actions.

• PTE aims to 'form the human person, equipping them to live life to the full –
mind, body and spirit.' PTE is part of our mission as a Catholic college - It 
helps our students to be knowledgeable, thoughtful and self-aware, and 
develop into the person they are meant to be



Created by Roger Sutcliffe
Published by Dialogue 

Works

• Simple

• Memorable

• Complete



26 ways to interact 
with information / 

ideas. 



6 important moves

Compare

Link

Reflect

Recall

Aim

Observe

Predict

Notice
Decide

Judge

Opposite

Separat
e



Coaching questions

What are the 
consequence

s of this?

What caused 
this?

What is 
same?

What is 
different?

What do 
have here?

What is 
important 

here?



In a classroom



Listen/Look Connect Divide

Take notice – what is the worldview that is being presented?

Are there any connections with my worldview?

What does not fit with my worldview?
Well, that’s exactly 

what we are here to 
find out.

What does this lesson 
have to do with me?



Pray
Jesus went to the 

wilderness to pray to 
his Father

Christians often make 
a special effort to 
focus on prayer in 
lent, particularly 

asking for forgiveness 
from God

Fast

Jesus fasted in the 
desert

Christians often give 
up a particular food 

or drink, or 
sometimes a habit 
that is unhelpful

Give

Jesus was preparing for 
his mission of telling 
people about God’s 
kingdom of love and 

justice.

Christians make a 
special effort to make 
the world more fair by 
giving to the poor and 

working for social 
justice

For Christians, how does this story of 
Jesus link with Lent today?

Zoom out – Can you make links with other faiths or religious practices?
Connect - How many of these 3 activities feels meaningful to you?  



Which of these statements fits with a Christian view of Lent?

A. I will give up something from my ‘wants’ list, so 
that someone else can have what they need.

B. I am going to give up chocolate for Lent so I can eat 
it all in one go at Easter.

C. I am going to give up chocolate for Lent so I can be 
more healthy.

D. I am going to make and extra effort to spend time 
in prayer so that I reconnect with God.



Respond 
personally

Explain 
difference
s of ways 

of life

Critically 
reflect …in 

response to 
dialogue

Respond 
with 

integrity

How can we 
help students do 

this?

How can we 
capture them 

doing it?



Do any of these fit with your views?
Can you reformulate any, so they fit with your views?

A. I will give up something from my ‘wants’ list, so 
that someone else can have what they need.

B. I am going to give up chocolate for Lent so I can eat 
it all in one go at Easter.

C. I am going to give up chocolate for Lent so I can be 
more healthy.

D. I am going to make and extra effort to spend time 
in prayer so that I reconnect with God.



Assessment – a work in progress
• What aspects of the Christian view of Lent fit 

with your world view?
• Are there any similarities with how you see the 

world or practices you try to keep?

• Can you tell me more?

• Can you give me an example?

• What is different to how you see the world?

• What is important here?



Listen/Look Connect Divide

Take notice – what is the worldview that is being presented?

Are there any connections with my worldview?

What does not fit with my worldview?



Why it is important?

The integration of  faith and reason is a distinctive mark of a 
Catholic school/college. 

At its best it is a dialogue – a search for truth

Dialogue combines attention to one’s own identity with the 
understanding of others and respect for diversity. 

In this way, the Catholic school becomes “an educating 
community in which the human person can express themselves 
and grow in his or her humanity..’’



Questions


