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The Big Picture

Making it stick

How do we know it’s been learnt?

Design: Content, order & consistency



The Big Picture

What do we want an RE student to ‘look like’ 

when they leave our school?

What they know What can they 

do



” ‘religious literacy’ ………is defined as 

‘the ability to hold balanced and well-

informed conversations about religion 

and belief”

https://impact.chartered.college/article/balanced-re-thoughts-re-

curriculum-design/

BALANCED RE: THOUGHTS ON RE CURRICULUM DESIGN
GILLIAN GEORGIOU

The Big 
Picture

https://impact.chartered.college/article/balanced-re-thoughts-re-curriculum-design/
https://impact.chartered.college/author/gilliangeorgiou/


Design: Content, order & consistency

What 

are you 

going 

to 

teach?

Why?

When 

are you 

going 

to 

teach 

it?

Why?

How do 

we know 

all 

students 

will be 

taught it?



Teaching & Learning

Curriculum

✓ Substantive 

knowledge 

✓ Disciplinary 

knowledge/second 

order concepts

✓ Knowledge of how 

to do it (skills)

Pedagogy

✓ What happens in the 

classroom

✓ Teacher exposition 

✓ Activities

✓ How we know it’s 

been learnt -

assessment

What are 

you going to 

teach?

Why?



Intent is about what leaders intend pupils to learn. It’s as simple as 
that. Intent is everything up to the point at which teaching happens. 
Good intent, according to our handbook, has the following features:

•a curriculum that is ambitious for all pupils
•a curriculum that is coherently planned and sequenced
•a curriculum that is successfully adapted, designed and developed 
for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
•a curriculum that is broad and balanced for all pupils

Ofsted



Directory/
Specification

Curriculum

What are 

you going to 

teach?

Why?



Disciplinary knowledge

What is the discipline of religious 

education/studies?

Theology

History

PsychologyPhilosophy

SociologyTheology ?

What are 

you going to 

teach?

Why?



Balanced 
RE

https://balancedre.org.uk/

What are 

you going to 

teach?

Why?

https://t.co/8HokbwD6xs?amp=1

https://balancedre.org.uk/
https://t.co/8HokbwD6xs?amp=1


Balanced RE – Audit tools

https://balancedre.org.uk/

What are 

you going to 

teach?

Why?

https://t.co/8HokbwD6xs?amp=1

https://balancedre.org.uk/
https://t.co/8HokbwD6xs?amp=1




Coherence & sequencing 

Using concepts 

Using Biblical chronology

Using chronology

Using vocabulary

Using the areas of study

Using disciplines of RE

………….

When are you 

going to teach 

it?

Why?



Foundations



What do students need to know before 
they can move on?

Creation & the Fall

Original Sin

Salvation

Life after death



Developing 
understanding –
The Holy SpiritBaptism of Jesus

Genesis 1

John 1

The Trinity

Today



Reflection

1. Which concepts/teachings 

are the foundations of 

understanding?

2. Is it necessary to ‘block’ things

together so ‘everything’ is 

learnt at one time? 



The research…
Making it 

stick



The research…





The research…..

Dunlosky et al 

2013



Blocking vs interleaving



The importance of the 

death of JesusUsing concepts

When are 
you going to 

teach it?

Why?



3 homeworks



Keyword/quotation tests



Independent review

GCSE Religious Studies



Independent review card….



Research 

Pressley, Borkowski, & O' Sullivan (1985) 

“People are much more likely to continue using 
a strategy they have learned if they understand 
that the strategy does have a positive impact on 

performance”. 



Reflection

1. Does your curriculum take into 

consideration long term 

memory? How?

2. What do you do to help students

‘remember’ and ‘forget’ and 

retrieve? What else could you 

do?

Making it 
stick



When are you 

going to teach 

it?

Why?





If your curriculum is 

‘finished’, something 

has gone wrong.
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