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Useless and 
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Diocese No of Schools Returns Tally % Return

ARU 82 35 28 34.1%

BIR 247 137 107 43.3%

BRE 92 26 22 23.9%

CAR 54 4 4 7.4%

CLI 71 46 22 31.0%

EAN 28 14 9 32.1%

HAL 50 12 12 24.0%

HEX 156 45 30 19.2%

LAN 84 97 32 38.1%

LEE 93 45 25 26.9%

LIV 224 62 48 21.4%

MEN 19 0 0 0.0%

MID 56 17 15 26.8%

NOR 43 2 2 4.7%

NOT 87 15 15 17.2%

PLY 40 14 10 25.0%

POR 72 20 16 22.2%

SAL 206 39 27 13.1%

SHR 112 11 9 8.0%

SOU 167 23 18 10.8%

WES 210 122 64 30.5%

WRE 18 0 0 0.0%

NATIONAL 2211 786 515 23.3%
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To provide a relevant 
curriculum that allows 
pupils to make a connection 
between the learning in the 
classroom and their own 
lives
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What teachers say they want…

“The specific skills for the work world were, and largely still 
are, learned on the job. So let’s see, which would have been 
better for me to learn back in 1985, when I was 17: all the ins 
and outs of WordPerfect and BASIC, or U.S. History? There 
should be no question at all: what I learned about history will 
remain more or less the same, subject to a few corrections; 
skills in WordPerfect and BASIC are no longer needed.”
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The GCSE Reform



‘What I desiderate in Catholics is the gift 
of bringing out what their religion is; …I 
want a laity, not arrogant, not rash in 
speech, not disputatious, but men [and 
women] who know their religion, who 
enter into it, who know just where they 
stand, who know what they hold, and 
what they do not, who know their creed 
so well, that they can give an account of 
it, who know so much of history that 
they can defend it. I want an intelligent, 
well-instructed laity;…I wish you to 
enlarge your knowledge, to cultivate 
your reason, to get an insight into the 
relation of truth to truth, to learn to 
view things as they are, to understand 
how faith and reason stand to each 
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stand, who know what they hold, and 
what they do not, who know their creed 
so well, that they can give an account of 
it, who know so much of history that 
they can defend it. I want an intelligent, 
well-instructed laity;…I wish you to 
enlarge your knowledge, to cultivate 
your reason, to get an insight into the 
relation of truth to truth, to learn to 
view things as they are, to understand 
how faith and reason stand to each 
other, what are the bases and principles 
of Catholicism...You ought to be able to 
bring out what you feel and what you 
mean, as well as to feel and mean it; to 
expose to the comprehension of others 
the fictions and fallacies of your 
opponents; and to explain the charges 
brought against the Church, to the 
satisfaction, not, indeed, of bigots, but of 
people of sense, of whatever cast of 
opinion. And one immediate effect of 
your being able to do all this will be your 
gaining that proper confidence in self 
which is so necessary for you. You will 
then not even have the temptation to 
rely on others, to court political parties 
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expose to the comprehension of others 
the fictions and fallacies of your 
opponents; and to explain the charges 
brought against the Church, to the 
satisfaction, not, indeed, of bigots, but of 
people of sense, of whatever cast of 
opinion. And one immediate effect of 
your being able to do all this will be your 
gaining that proper confidence in self 
which is so necessary for you. You will 
then not even have the temptation to 
rely on others, to court political parties 
or particular people; they will rather 
have to court you. You will no longer be 
dispirited or irritated (if such is at 
present the case), at finding difficulties 
in your way, in being called names, in not 
being believed, in being treated with 
injustice. You will fall back upon 
yourselves; you will be calm, you will be 
patient. Ignorance is the root of all 
littleness; he who can realise the law of 
moral conflicts, and the incoherence of 
falsehood, and the issue of perplexities, 
and the end of all things, and the 
Presence of the Judge, becomes, from 
the very necessity of the case, 
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or particular people; they will rather 
have to court you. You will no longer be 
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in your way, in being called names, in not 
being believed, in being treated with 
injustice. You will fall back upon 
yourselves; you will be calm, you will be 
patient. Ignorance is the root of all 
littleness; he who can realise the law of 
moral conflicts, and the incoherence of 
falsehood, and the issue of perplexities, 
and the end of all things, and the 
Presence of the Judge, becomes, from 
the very necessity of the case, 
philosophical, long-suffering, and 
magnanimous.’
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The GCSE Reform
‘Mrs. Morrow stimulated the soup.’ (That is she stirred it up.)

‘Our family erodes a lot.’ (That is they eat out.)

‘Me and my parents correlate, because without them I wouldn’t be 
here.’

‘I was meticulous about falling off the cliff.’

‘I relegated my pen pal’s letter to her house.’

Miller, G. A. and Gildea, P. M. (1994) ‘How Children Learn Words’, in Language. Macmillan Education UK, pp. 
139–147.
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The uselessness and irrelevance of Religious 
Education
What I am seeing, increasingly, is that rather than bringing them to the 
faith, we’re simply reinforcing and consolidating all their negative 
suspicions and fears about it: ‘Why am I doing this? What’s the 
relevance of this? Why are we reading this?’ They just don’t get it ... I 
did meet pupils who have left a few years ago: ‘I loved RE;’ I’m not so 
sure I’m going to get that in the years ahead.
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The uselessness and irrelevance 
of Religious Education

Truth that is worth pursuing needs to contribute to 
understanding…The reason why those in their final 
years at school may be asked to study Othello and the 
differential calculus and the geography of the Antarctic 
is not that anyone expects them to confront 
Renaissance Italians doing mathematics at the South 
Pole, but to develop their general understanding of the 
world they live in. They are being supplied with a set of 
rough maps – physical, emotional and intellectual – of 
central ranges of human experience, maps which they 
will later extend, refine and fill for themselves.
Midgley, M. (1990) The Use and Uselessness of Learning, European Journal of 

Education.



Education cannot be 
neutral. It is either positive 
or negative; either it 
enriches or it impoverishes; 
either it enables a person to 
grow or it lessens, even 
corrupts him. The mission of 
schools is to develop a 
sense of truth, of what is 
good and beautiful.


