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The standards and skills



AT2:E&R

Wondering

Asking questions

Exploring

Investigating

Interpreting

Dialoguing

AT3:A&E

Comparing

Explaining

Critiquing

Evaluating

Arguing

Complexifying

AT1:K&U

Remembering

Describing

Explaining

Analysing

Interpreting

Synthesising

Skill progression – “ways of knowing”



Ways of knowing



Ways of knowing

AIM:
In this way of knowing, we are aiming to help pupils to be able to 
understand deeply the meaning of sacred texts, religious beliefs, sacred 
rites and the lives of individuals and communities who are shaped by these 
texts, beliefs and rites.



Ways of knowing

SKILLS:
In this way of knowing, pupils will deepen their understanding by 
developing the skills to:
• Remember and apply the meanings of key texts, beliefs and concepts.
• Provide explanations by making links between religious texts, beliefs 

and practices.
• Interpret and analyse the meaning of texts, practices and rituals and 

their historical and cultural connections.
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AIM:
In this way of knowing, we are aiming to help pupils to be able to judge 
wisely in response to different interpretations of the meaning, significance 
and implications of texts, beliefs, rites and ways of life so that they can arrive 
at justified conclusions about what is true and good. 
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AIM:
In this way of knowing, we are aiming to help pupils reflect personally and 
with integrity on what they have learned and consider the implications for 
action these may have for their own lives and the world in which they live.
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National Inspection 

Framework

The new Catholic 

Schools Inspectorate

An update and an encouragement for 

ATCRE members



Inspection: People

Part of the process is the recruitment, training and accreditation of 
inspectors

The working party has drafted a set of eligibility criteria

Planning the training has begun this term

Accreditation will follow the successful completion of a 
recruitment and training process.



Progress update

• The evaluation schedule and grade descriptors will be approved by 
the bishops this October

• The process parts of the document will be completed before 
Christmas

• The full handbook to be presented to the department for review and 
approval in the Summer.

• Original plan was to introduce the new framework in September 
2021, however…


