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Becoming ever more aware of the
faith into which they have been
baptised

Striving to lead an exemplary
apostolic life so that they become,
as it were, a saving leaven in the
human community’

Formed in the virtues that will
foster their life in Christ [ready to] 
 serve the Church and society

Efficacious promoters the good of
the earthly city 

Initiated into the knowledge 
of the mystery of salvation



Religious education must ensure that Catholic pupils
are ‘initiated into the knowledge of the mystery of
salvation’ and become ever more aware of the faith
into which they have been baptised. At the same
time, fidelity to its mission requires a Catholic school,
and the religious education it provides, to form its
pupils in the virtues that will foster their life in Christ
and assist them to serve the Church and society; and,
to lead ‘its pupils to promote efficaciously the good
of the earthly city and also prepare them for service
in the spread of the Kingdom of God, so that by
leading an exemplary apostolic life they become, as
it were, a saving leaven in the human community’ 
(Gravissimum Educationis, Declaration on Christian Education, 
Second Vatican Council, 1965, §8)





C H I N A
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Evidence Sources 84:  

     records of pupil involvement in advocacy work and
campaigning work and transformational action for the
poor, the marginalised and the unjustly treated, for
example writing to MPs, sending Christmas cards to
prisoners, work for climate concerns. 



Evidence Sources 84:
  
     Records of pupil involvement 
in charitable activities 
and campaigns, for 
example Caritas, Cafod, Missio,
ACN, SVP, Mini Vinnies 
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Dear Maira,
When I heard what happened to you, I wanted to write a letter to you because 
I was so shocked by the story of your horrendous ordeal. I think about you a lot 
and I feel outrage at the attacks you have suffered, just as if they had happened 
to my own sister or myself. I want you to know that people like me on the other side 
of the world are thinking and praying about you a lot.I am 17, and as a young Catholic 
girl, I want to stand in unity with you. I know that you have asked all communities to pray for you and for other girls in
your position. I’m going to go to an extra Mass for you. At the consecration, when Jesus Himself is there, I am going to
beg Him for you to get asylum and to find peace and healing.
 
When things are really tough for you, maybe you could imagine people like me going to pray for you and know that your
courage and faithfulness give lots of young Catholics like me the strength to hold true to our faith. You have helped me.
You may not think so, but you are a wonderful example for us. You give us hope for the future.
 
I really hope that you get asylum in this country. I am going to join campaigns to make that more of a possibility. Pope
Francis said that the world is “trying to hide” the persecution of Christians, so it is up to people like me to tell your
story. I pray that you will be able to come to Britain where you can feel safe and free. You will have many friends waiting
for you here, and I would love to be one of them.

Love Lena-Marie (London)





CORE RE: GO TO MASS
RESOURCES

Overview:
This is a series of six lessons which
can be used as part of a Core RE
course.  

Aim: for pupils to recognise the
challenges of religious persecution
that thousands of people continue to
face around the globe, and be
motivated to attend a Mass* of
prayer service on their behalf. 



Rather than focusing on one of the six 
specific branches outlined in the RED, this 
scheme of work threads its way through several:

 

Creation to Covenant: 
Reflecting on the calling of their own conscience
Exploration of ethical issues facing religious people 
around the world.

Desert to Garden 
The reality of suffering and religious persecution around the
world today
How do faith groups respond?
What is the role of justice? How is this implemented in law?

 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTORY LINKS:

Every lesson includes all three ‘ways of knowing’ 
(understanding, discerning and responding) by 
virtue of how the course is planned. 

As outlined above, the main emphasis of the scheme of work is to
motivate pupils, through gaining knowledge and discerning
various interpretations, into action and a practical response. The
speech writing task in lesson six is based on the four plenary tasks
in lessons two – five. It consolidates the information gained and
gives pupils an opportunity to further explore their own reasoned
judgement, utilising content from the lessons and drawing on pre-
existing theological understanding.





https://acnuk.org/resources/?filter_resource_category=256
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Taking account of subsidiarity means ensuring
decision-making happens at the most appropriate
level, so all those affected can contribute.

Larger organisations such as governments or
international agencies should not abandon 
their responsibilities but must work in 
partnership with local communities and 
groups with an attitude of humility.

Local groups have important insights into what is
best for their communities. They need to have a say
and to influence the outcome.










